Spelman backs RSPB farmland birds campaign 

DEFRA Secretary Caroline Spelman is backing an RSPB campaign that calls for Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) reform to be geared towards halting the decline of farmland birds. The RSPB has today (Tuesday, March 9), launched what it describes as ‘the most ambitious campaign in its 122 year history in an effort to end the continuing threat to wildlife in the UK and across the world’. The ‘Stepping Up for Nature’ campaign aims to set out a roadmap to 2020 and encourage Government, businesses and individuals to ‘Step Up and play their part for nature’. The charity said farmland bird populations have fallen by half and is highlighting reform of the CAP to address falling bird numbers on farms as a priority of the campaign. Mrs Spelman has welcomed the campaign, describing it as a Big Society initiative, and was due to speaking at the official launch in London today.

“The natural environment is one of the areas where the Big Society can really make an impact. The RSPB is the Big Society in action, harnessing the passion, commitment and expertise of its one million members to achieve significant results for the natural environment, and I wish them every success in the most ambitious campaign in their 122 year history,” she said “By all working together – Government, business, communities and individuals – we can make a real difference to our country by reducing the loss of our many species and habitats.”

The campaign will be split into three parts, each three years long. The first step will concentrate on four major issues.

•           CAP reform to halt decline of farmland wildlife.

•           Creation of Marine Protected Areas in our seas.

•           Ensuring robust protection for tropical forests at the climate conference in Durban later this year.

•           Campaigning for planning legislation which protects our special places.

As part of the campaign launch, the charity will be handing in its ‘Letter to the Future’ to Number 10, Downing Street. Signed by more than 355,000 people, it calls on the Government ‘not to cut funding for nature conservation in our straitened economic times’.

Mike Clarke, RSPB chief executive, said: “Over the next decade we have the opportunity to fix the problems that are causing the loss of wildlife in the UK and across the world.

“We have a choice here, and if our politicians make the right choices then we can create a space for nature in our countryside, ensure vital habitats are not lost and bring back those species on the brink.”

